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covering Despatch wound up by saying that "For the
future, fitness is to be the criterion of eligibility."

I   need  not  quote  the  famous  paragraph in  the
Queen's Proclamation of 1858, for every Member of the Queen's

House who takes an interest in India knows that by *.roclama~

J tion

heart.   Now, the noble Marquess1' says that his anxiety
is that nothing shall be done to impair the efficiency
of the  Viceroy's Council.    I share that anxiety with
all my heart.   I hope the noble Marquess will do me
the  justice to  remember  that  in these plans I have
gone beyond the Government of India in resolving that
a    permanent   official   majority   shall   remain   in   the
Viceroy's Council.   Lord Macdonell said the other day:
" I believe you cannot find any individual native gentle- Fitness of
man who is enjoying general confidence who would be Indians
able  to give  advice  and assistance to the Governor-
General   in   Council" ..    .The   question  is   whether
there is no one of the 300 millions of the population
of India who is competent to be the  officially-consti-
tuted adviser of the Governor-General in Council in    " -^es
the  administration  of  Indian  affairs.   You   make  an of High
Indian a Judge of the High Court and Indians have Courts
even been acting Chief Justices.   As to capacity, who adminis-
can deny that they have  distinguished themselves as trators in
administrators of Native States, where far more demand Indian
is made on their resources, intellectual and moral ?   It
is said that the presence of an Indian member would
cause restraint in the language of discussion.   For a
year and a half I have had two Indians at the Council
of India and I have never found the slightest restraint
whatever.

Then there is the question, what are you going to Question of
do about the Hindu and the Mahommedan ? When
Indians were first admitted to the High Courts, for a
long time the Hindus were more fit and competent
than the Mahommedans; but now I am told the
Mahommedans have their full share. The same sort of
operation would go on in quinquennial periods between

1 Lord Curzon.